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STATEOF MICHIGAN

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE COUNTY OF NEWAYGO
II-

'FA1\-lILY DIVISION

lJRlj£R'Ar~fEK"POST :TER~HN~t\:nU~REVIEW"- -

IN THI:!MATTER OF ALYSSA KEAST ("OUB; 1212212000)"and
ArvlBER KEAST (DOB: 81]8/2002
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Date of he.wing: February 7, 2007. Judge: Terre,neeR. Thomas P 21388

The last pem1W1encyplanning hearing ""'as1\.1ay3t 2006. TIle parental
rights of the parents were terminated that day. Notice of the review hearing
was served as provided by law.

The court has considered the permanency plan and other evidence
presented. The findings are based upon this heMing and the toJ1owing
reports: 1. l>ennanent Ward Service Plan -Department of Human
Services 12/28/06.

2. Permanent Ward Service Plan - Department of Human
Services 10/05/2006.

3. Adoption Progress Report - Bethany Christian Services
if'

10/6/06.
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4. Permanent Ward Service Plan - Department of Human
Services 7/12/06,

5. Children's Foster Care Updated Service Plan - Department
of Human Services 5/4/06.

6. Adoption Progress Report - Bethany Christian Services
:"-.;:>=,=-
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7. Testimony a matter of record. ~ ~>-
i
;,

2/6/07
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The court has also taken judicial notice of the pending adoption files of ~: ~#.;::-.~
Alyssa Ann Keast - Newaygo County Family Court File No. 06-505-AF and?? ~'~~::i

Amber Marie Keast - Newaygo County Family Court File No 06-506-AF ::;
and the testimony and seven (7) exhibits filed in those cases during a

..' -1:i~aFing-,c(;mti-nuedwithout date, held by virtue ofMCL 710.45. TbQ~~..
exhibits include:
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I. Psyc-hologicalEvalualion -Timothy A(wood - 10/19/06.
2.Reportof Substance Abuse Assessmem -TImothy At\...,ood

7/25/06.

3.:MichiganDepartnlenl of Human Services ~ c.ollsent.to
Adoption .Dec.ision - 1/17/06.

4. WrittenNotice of Agency's Decision - Bethany Christian
-services - 10/27/06.

5. Adoptive FantiLy A:ssess.tncr~(-Bethany Christian Services -
10-26-06.

6. Non identifyingInformation-Bethany Christian Services-
101'1 5/06.

7. Case Conference Report -Bethany Christian Services -
11111/06.

THE COURT FINDS:

A reView hearing was conducted. The la\vyer-guardian ad litem has
complied with the requirements of MCL 712.17d. Reasonable efforts have
not been made to finalize the court-approved permanency plan of adoption
for Alyssa and Amber Keast. Progress towards the children's adoption was
not made in a timely manner. The permanency planning goal is appropriate.

This case concerns the lives of two little girls: Alyssa, now seven years old,
And her sister Amber, now four years old. This court took jurisdiction over
them two years ago. They were placed several times, tbe last over year ago,
] 2/16/05, in foster care.

According to the reports, Alyssa is healthy and attending first grade at Grant
Pri"mary Center. Of concern is her reading and her shyness. Alyssa is under
the card of Dr. Alt at Community Mental Health and takes small doses of
Prozac for anxiety and Post Traumatic Stress. She is closely bonded with
Her foster mother.

Also according to reports, Amber is a loving child closely bonded to her
foster mother. Unfortunately, she is not as healthy. She is asthmatic, uses
~ ; "'."1,,,... h";,..,,, ... rI..." ", rI t",J oC' <::; ,.."1,,,.. <::h...;C' rI;""""""AI:'ori 6 DHD f'n...
...u u~ ~ - --J ...u... ."'A"-v ""'Uo .- -'-0.' ' ~ .-.

--;~.: - -- -. " :~~f~e:~e is taking Risperda1. She continues to receive infant mental health . on--
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The girlsare placed with a single mother who by the October, 2006, report
was not interested in adoption and believed 'the children need a two parent
family. She is willing to work with any prospective adoptive family to
ensu.re the girls adjustment/transition is successfill. The court is infonned
'she is reconsidering her decision not to adopt these d1iIdren.

The maternal grandparents of the <;hiLdrenhave expressed an interest in
caring for and adopting these children sinc~ their placement almost tWo
YC:UDago. Whenthe Oepm1.tneniof Hwnan ~ervices denied consent, they
filed a petition to adopt and are currently challenging that decision.

Although the parental rightS to the children were tenninated and the
dIildren ~ffi.Ill11.ittedto the Department of HlU~llanServices for pennanency
planning, supervision.. care~ and placement under -rvfCL4oo.203! by order
dated May 10, 2006. as of the date of this revic\v hearing virtuaHy nothing
has been done towards the adoption.goal other than disapprove the
grdOdparents and request the adoptive mother to reconsider.

The court recognizes the responsibilities placed upon it by virtue of MCL
712A.19c, and determines that adoption is an appropriate goal for these
children. Further, given their ages and the length of time they have been in
foster care reasonable efforts have not been made to place them for adoption
in a timely manner. The court also determines MCL 712A. 19c supersedes'
case law to the contrary for the reason that it is the Legislatures response to
case such as this.

Given these circumstances IT IS ORDERED:

1. The children's commitment to the Department of Human Services for
pennanency planning, supervision, care, and placement under MCL 400.203
is terminated.

"
1

2. The court continues its jurisdiction over the children.
\,

3. Subject to that continuing jurisdiction the court does place the children

-, ,1 --_wit~ .the~r.mate~~~~~:ndparents, !im~~h~_an~ ~arbara Atwood by virtue of1 thelrpetltlons-tu aUUVL. n -

4. Recognizing that placement for the purposes of adoption can continue for
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up to 18 months before the adoption can be fmalized and in deference to the

Department of Human Services concerns, the court does request the

Department to care for and supervise this placement as a matter of courtesy,

Dated: March 5, 2007.

The next post termination review hearj~
the date of this order,

Teqfence R. Thomas
Falnily Court Judge
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